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A history of medicine 

"Because smallpox is now extinct, we have to take the 
unusual step, in the clinical description of a human 
disease, of referring to it in the past tense ... " 

Smallpox and its Eradica­
tion is the first complete 
history of a major human 
disease, moving from its 
origins some 3000 years ago 
to its deliberate extinction in 
the very recent past. 

Universally dreaded for so 
many centuries, smallpox 
inspired a progression of key 
advances in medical knowl­
edge - from the seminal 
discovery of vaccination to the 
concepts of contagion and 
qnarantine, from a host of 
developments in vaccine 
manufacture and immuniza­
tion to new faith in the power 
of preventive medicine. 

With the world now freed 
forever from the disease, the 
book also responds to the need 
for a final medical portrait, 
providing a permanent 
reminder of the clinical, 
epidemiological, and labora­
tory features that made 
smallpox one of humanity's 
worst diseases. 



A history of world co\\aboration 
"The execution of this global programme was inevita­
bly complicated by a host of natural and political 
problems, ranging from floods, drought, famine and 
war to such human faili ngs as incompetence, dishon­
esty and personal antagonisms." 

The eradication of smallpox 
marked one of the few times 
in history when every country 
of the world united in a com­
mon cause. The 14 chapters 
devoted to the eradication 
campaign provide fascinating 
portraits of national politics 
and personalities - from the 
quiet collaboration of the 
superpbwers to the difficult 
maneuvers necessary to 
conduct field operations in 
nations at war. 

In text and colour photos, the 
book also illustrates a world 
terrain of conflict and coop­
eration in places ranging from 
sophisticated laboratories in 
big cities to remote villages 
and hamlets in the pampas 
and forests of South America, 
the islands of Indonesia, the 
mountains and jungles of 
Asia, and the deserts and 
tropical rain forests of Africa. 
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A history of human triumph 

"After smallpox had been eradica.ted, many persons 
inside and outside WHO mistakenly concluded that the 
achievement could be attributed to a generously 
financed, enthusiastically supported and authorita­
tively directed programme similar to a military 
campaign. In reality, the programme had none of these 
characteristics." 

Above all, Smallpox and its 
Eradication is a history of 
human triumph against 
incredible odds. Shortages of 
staff and of funds, inadequate 
supplies of vaccine, wars, 
disasters, poor transportation, 
and breakdowns in communi­
cations were repeatedly 
encountered and overcome 
through sheer dedication and 
creative solutions. 

The book also stands as a 
lesson in the inventiveness 
and almost ruthless pragma­
tism required to achieve an 
idealistic goal, a goal that, up 
to the end, was regarded by 
many- both within and out­
side WHO - as utopian. 



Smallpox and its Eradication 

The definitive history of mankind's triumph over a 
dreaded disease 

In 31 chapters, Smallpox and its 
Eradication recounts the history of 
one of humanity's worst diseases, 
moving from ancient times, through 
the discovery of vaccination, to the 
spectacular WHO-led programme that 
finally vanquished the disease. Au­
thored by experts personally involved 
in the eradication campaign, the book 
gives posterity a minutely detailed 
account of both how the disease once 
reigned and what was necessary, step 
by step and country by country, to 
eliminate the "ancient scourge" once 
and for all. Virtually everything ever 
known or believed about the disease, 
and everything that happened during 
the global eradication campaign, has 
been collected and preserved in this 
richly illustrated account. 

For scientists and clinicians, Small­
pox and its Eradication will serve 
as a complete and final review of 
knowledge on the clinical features, 
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virology, pathology, immunology, and 
epidemiology ofvariola major and 
minor. For students of public health 
and medical historians, the book of­
fers access to a wealth of previously 
unpublished data and personal expe­
riences that make up the saga of a 
public health event unprecedented in 
scope and unparalleled in the magni­
tude of its achievement. For poster­
ity, Smallpox and its Eradication 
will serve, above all, as an inspiring 
reminder of the time when the world 
united, behind a humanitarian goal, 
and destroyed a disease forever. 
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