From: Chief, Smallpox Eradication
To: Smallpox Staff
Subject: Progress Report 27 - Target Zero 5 November 1974

1.0 Introduction - Asia

Smallpdx incidence and the extent of the infected areas have now reached
what undoubtedly are the lowest levels in history. The number of pending
outbreaks is now only 987 and the total should fall below the 800 mark when
returns through end October (week 44) are received. While this is encouraging
progress, we must look not at what has been achleved, but at the task which
remains. One thousand or even 800 is still a long way from 'O', and
transmission rates are gradually beginning to increase. Now is the time to
look carefully at every district in search of weak points, for unless all
districts are successful in the rapid and continuing reduction of focij—;eal
difficulties could again occur as the rates of transmission pick up.

Two groups of districts concern me most greatly at this time.

1) Any district which can be expected to have more than 10 pending focil

at the end of week 44 (last week in October). I would be concerned, based
on our past experience, as to whether a district can successfully keep under
tight control more than 10 foci when transmission rates increase in the
November - December period. These districts require special -attention to be
certain that all possible is being done in case detection and containment.
At the end of October there probably will be 16 such districts (Bihar - 12;
Assam - 2; Bangladesh - 2).

2) All districts which have shown little or no decrease in foci during the
past four weeks. If districts are not at this time capable of reducing
rapidly the number of foci, much more serious problems can be anticipated wnhen
transmission rates increase. There are 18 such districts with five or more
pending outbreaks which have shown little or no progress during the past

four weeks (6 in Bihar, 5 in Uttar Pradesh and 2 in Assam). Of greatest
concern are 6 which are §l§2 expected to have more than 10 foci at the end

of week 44. Such districts are the most worrisome of all. Four are in Bihar
and two In Assam, and these especially deserve immedlate attention.

Problem Group I - Districts with more than 10 foci expected at end October
and little or no decrease in foci during the past four weeks.

State District No. of foci (week of report) No. of foci four
weeks before
1. Bihar Sitamari 18 (42) 22
2. Bihar Nalanda - 15 (42) 17
3. Bihar Gaya 36 (42) 40
4, Bihar Dumka. 4] (43) 46
5. Assam Goalpara 28 (43) 29
6. Assam Nowgong 15 (41) 2
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Category II - More than 10 foci expected at end October {week 44) but
districts otherwise showing a significant continuing decrease in the number
of foeci.

' State District No. of foci (week of report)
1. Bihar ‘ Purnea 130 4p
2. Bihar Katihar 72 42
%.  Bihar Ourangabad 45 4o
4, Bihar Singhbum 38 43
5. Bihar Nawada , 37 4p
6. Bihar Saharsa 36 42
7. Bihar Patna 30 42
8. Bihar Ranchi 21 43
9. Bangladesh Mymensingh 34 44
10. Bangladesh Rangpur ' 19 4y

Category II1 - Districts which should have less than 10 foci at end October
but showing. no progress in reducing foci.

State District No. of foci No. of foci 4 weeks before
1. Bihar Dharbanga 12 9
2. Bihar - Samastipur 13 6
3. Bihar Champaran East 5 3
4, Bihar Champaran West 9 9
5. Bihar Begusarai 10 10
6. Bihar Madhubani 14 17
7. Uttar Pradesh  Mirzapur 13 4
8. Uttar Pradesh Bareilly 7 4
9. Uttar Pradesh Hardoi 7 %
10. Uttar Pradesh Kheri 13 4
11. Uttar Pradesh  Rampur 6 2
12, Assam Kamrup 10 4
13. Assam Dibrugarh 5 ok

In all, some 29 districts must now be classified as known problem districts -
18 in Bihar; 4 in Assam; 5 in Uttar Pradesh; and 2 in Bangladesh. It is all
too obvious that there is no room for complacency - rather, the reverse.
There are fully three times as many problem districts as we can afford at
this late stage in the year. Much more needs to be done quickly, especially
in these areas. And the question inevitably arises - do we yet know all of
our problems? The situation in each of these districts needs to be reviewed
with care at the next State meetings.

2.0 Pakistan

The last known case of smallpox in Pakistan experienced the onset of
smallpox on 12 October and Pakistan in weeks 42 and 43 detected no cases
whatsoever in the entire country. The reward for detection of previously
unknown outbreaks has been increased to 100 Rupees, and intensive search
operations continue. While only three pending foci now remain, it is too
early yet to feel confident that transmission has been interrupted. Lest we
forget, outbreaks in Brazil, Nigeria and Indonesia were discovered from five
to eight months after it was thought transmission had been interrupted. In
each instance, the cases were discovered within a radius of a few hours
travel from programme headquarters ~ will we observe a similar phenomenon in
or near Karachi, Hyderabad, Lahore, Quetta, Islamabad or Peshawar?
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