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SMALLPOX ERADICATION 

The Global Commission for the Certification of Smallpox Eradica
tion concluded in their report following their final meeting in 
December 1979 that: 
~ 1. Smallpox eradication has been achieved throughout the 

world. 
~ 2. There is no evidence that smallpox will return as an endemic 

disease. 
Over 26 months have passed since the world's last known case of 

endemic smallpox was discovered in Somalia in 1977. Neither 
special surveillance activities in the last endemic countries nor 
investigation of suspect cases and rumours elsewhere in the world 
have revealed any endemic smallpox since then. The Global Com
mission was an independent body of experts formed by the Director 
General in 1978 at the request of WHO's Executive Board to 
appraise the success of global smallpox eradication. On 
25 January 1980 the sixty-fiftll ~sian of the Executive Board 
endorsed the conclusions of the Global Commission mentioned 
above as well as the following 19 recommendations: 1 

Vaccination Policy 
~ Recommendation 1. Smallpox vaccination should be dis
continued in every country except for investigators at special risk. 

~ Recommendation 2. An international certillcate of vaccination 
against smallpo" should no longer be required of any traveller. 

Reserve Stocks of Vaccine 
~ Recommendation 3. Sufficient freeze-dried smallpox vaccine 
to vaccinate 200 million people should be maintained by WHO in 
refrigerated depots in two countries, together with stocks of bifurc
ated needles. 
~ Recommendation 4. The stored vaccine should be periodically 
tested for potency. 
~ Recommendation 5. Seed lots of vaccinia virus suitable for the 
preparation of smallpox vaccine should be maintained in designated 
WHO collaboratmg centres. 
~ Recommendation 6. National health authorities that have 
vaccine stocks should be asked to inform WHO of the amount of 
vaccine maintained. 

Investigation of Suspected Smallpox Cases 
~ Recommendation 7. In order to maintain public confidence in 
the fact of global eradication, it is important that rumours of 

1 The report of the Global ComrniSSJon plus the cnclorse~t by the Executive 
Board oftheirconclus1ons and recommendatiOns will be considered by the World 
Health Assembly m May 1980. 

Epidemiological noteS contained in this number: 

Diarrhoeal Diseases Control Programme, Expanded Pro
gramme on Immunization, Influenza Surveillance, Smallpox 
Eradication. 

List of Newly Infected Areas, p. 40. 

CERTIFICATION DE L'ERADICATION DE LA V ARIOLE 

Dans le rapport etabli a !'issue de sa reunion finale de decembre 
1979, Ia Commission mondiale pour la certification de !'eradication 
de la vanole a fonnule les conclusions suivantes: 
~ 1. L'eradication de La variole est realisee dans le monde entier. 

~ 2. 11 n'existe pas d'element pennettant de penser que Ia variole 
fera sa reapparition comme maladie endemique. 

Plus de 26 mois se sont ecoules depuis Ia decouverte en Somalie, 
en 1977, du dernier cas connu de variole endemique. Des lors, ni Jes 
activites speciales de surveillance dans les demiers pays d'endemicite 
ni les enquetes sur les cas suspects et sur les rumeurs de maladie 
dans d'autres pays n'ont revele Ia presence de la variole endemique. 
La Commission mondiale - groupe independant d 'experts -a ete 
instltuee par le Directeur general en 1978 a Ia demande du Conseil 
executif de l'OMS pour evaluer les succes obtenus dans !'eradication 
mondiale de Ia variole. Le 25 janvier 1980, le Conseil executif, a sa 
soixante-cinquieme session, a approuve les conclusions formulees par 
Ia Commission mondiale ainsi que les 19 recommandations 
suivantes: 1 

Politique de vaccination 
~ Recommandation I. La vaccination antivariolique devrait etre 
abandonnee dans tousles pays, sauf pour les chercheurs spec1alement 
exposes. 
~ Recommandation 2, Le certificat international de vaccination 
antivariolique ne devrait plus etre exige d'aucun voyageur. 

Stocks de vaccin 
~ Recomrrumdation 3. L'OMS doit prendre des dispositions pour 
que soit conserve dans deux pays, dans des depots frigorifi.ques, 
suffisamment de vaccin antivariolique lyophilise pour vacciner 
200 millions de personnes, amsi que des stocks d'aiguilles bifurquees. 
~ Recommandation 4. L'activite du vaccin Stocke devra etre verifiee 
periodiquement. 
~ Recommandation 5. Certains centres collaborateurs de !'OMS 
seront charges de conserver des lots de semence du vrrus de Ia vaccine 
pour Ia preparation de vaccin antivariolique. 
~ Recommandation 6. Les autorites sanitaires nationales des pays 
detenant des stocks de vaccm seront priees de faire connaitre a 
l'OMS Ia quantite de vaccin detenue. 

Examen des cas suspects de variole 
~ Recommandation 7. Afin de conserver Ia confiance du public a 
l'egard de !'eradication mondiale, il importe que les rumeurs de cas 

1 Le rapport de Ia CommisSion mondlale ainsi que Ia resolution par laquelle le 
Conseil extcullf a approuv~ les conclusions et recommandations de Ia ColllllUSSton 
""rent exammes par I'AssembJec mondiale de Ia Sante en maJ 1980. 

Informations 6pidemiologiques contenues dans c;c numero: 

Certification de !'eradication de Ia variole, programme de 
Jutte contJ'e les maladies diarrheiques, programme elargi de 
vaccination, surveillance de Ia grippe. 

Liste des zones nouvellement infectees, p. 40. 
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suspected smallpox, which can be expected to occur in many coun· 
tries, should be thoroughly investigated. Information should be 
provided to WHO, if requested, so that it can be made ava1lable to 
the world community. 
.. Recommendation 8. WHO should maintain an effective system 
to coordinate and participate in the investigation of suspected 
smallpox cases throughout the world. The international smallpox
rumour register should be maintained. 

Laboratories Retaining Variola Virus Stocks 
._ Recommendation 9. No more than four WHO collaborating 
centres should be approved as suitable to hold, and handle, stocks 
of variola virus. A collaborating centre would be approved only if 
it had adequate containment facilities. Each such centre should 
provide WHO annually with relevant information on its safety 
measures and should be inspected periodically by WHO. 

.. Recommendation 10. Other laboratories should be asked to 
destroy any stocks of variola virus that they hold, or transfer them to 
an approved WHO collaborating centre. 

Human Monkeypox 
.... Recommendation 11. In collaboration with country health 
services WHO should organize and assist a special surveillance 
programme on human monkeypox, its epidemiology, and its ecology 
in areas where it is known to have occurred. The programme 
should continue until 1985, when a further assessment of the 
situation should be made. 

Laboratory Investigations 
.... Recommendatibn 12. WHO should continue to encourage and 
coordinate research on orthopoxviruses. 
.... Recommendation 13. WHO should maintain the system of 
WHO collaborating centres for carrying out diagnostic work and 
research on orthopoxviruses. 
.... Recommendatibn 14. Research workers who do not work in a 
WHO collaborating centre and who wish to carey out experiments 
that are approved by the appropriate WHO committee should be 
offered the use of the special facilities in a WHO collaborating centre. 

.... Recommendation 15. Research on poxviruses other than variola 
or whitepox viruses should not be performed under circumstances 
where there is any possibility of cross-contamination with these two 
agents. 

Documentation of the Smallpox Eradication Programme 
.... Recommendation 16. WHO should ensure that appropriate 
publications are produced describing smallpox and its eradication 
and the principles and methods that are applicable to other 
programmes . 
.... Recommendation 17. All relevant scientific, operational and 
administrative data should be catalogued and retained for archival 
purposes in WHO headquarters and perhaps also in several centres 
interested in the history of medicine. 

WHO Headquarters Staff 
.... Recommendatibn 18. An interregional team consisting of not 
less than two epidemiologists with past experience in the smallpox 
eradication campaign, plus supporting staff, should be maintained 
at WHO headquarters until at least the end of 1985. At least one 
additional field officer should be assigned to cover areas where 
human monkeypox is under investigation. 
.... Recommendation 19. WHO should set up a committee on ortho
poxvirus infections. 

suspects de variole, auxquelles il faut s'attendre dans de nombreux 
pays, scient examinees de fa.;:on approfondie. L 'W:o~tion de':ra 
etre, au besoin, commuruquee a !'OMS pour pouv01r etre transffilSC 
a Ia communaute mondiale. 
.. Recommandation 8. L'OMS doit etablir un systeme efficace pour 
coordonner Jes investigations sur les cas suspects de variole dans le 
monde entier, et y participer. II convient de conserver le registre 
international des rumeurs de variole. 

Laboratoires cooservant des stocks de virus variolique 
._ Recommandation 9. Quatre centres collaborateurs de !'OMS au 
maximum seront approuves pour detenir et manipuler des stocks de 
virus variolique. Un centre collaborateur ne sera approuve que 
s'il possede des installations de haute securite. Chacun de ces 
centres fournira annuellement a !'OMS des informations pertinentes 
sur les mesures de securite qu 'il applique, et sera regulierement 
inspecte par !'OMS . 
.... Recommandation 10. Les autres laboratoires seront pries de 
detruire tout stock de virus variolique qu'ils pourraient detenir, ou 
de l'envoyer a un centre collaborateur OMS approuve. 

Mookeypox humain 
.... . Recommandation 11. En collaboration avec les services sanitaires 
nationaux, !'OMS dolt organiser et soutenir un programme special 
de surveillance du monkeypox humain, de son epidemiologie, et de 
son ecologie, dans Jes zones ou ,son existence est connue. Ce pro
gramme devra etre pourswvi jusqu'en 1985, date a laquelle on devra 
proceder a une nouvelle appreciation de Ia situation. 

Recherche de laboratoire 
.... Recommandation 12. L'OMS doit continuer a encourager et 
coordonner les recherches sur les orthopoxvirus. 
.... Recommandallon 13. L'OMS doit continuer a faire executer dans 
ses centres collaborateurs les travaux de diagnostic et de recherche 
sur les orthopoxvirus. 
.... Recommandation 14. Les chercheurs qui ne travaillent pas dans 
un centre collaborateur de !'OMS mais souhaitent faire, sur les virus 
varioliques ou whitepox, des experiences approuvees par le Cornite 
OMS approprie, devraient pouvoir utiliser les installations speciales 
d'un centre collaborateur OMS . 
.... Recommandatibn 15. La recherche sur des poxvirus autres que les 
virus variolique ou whitepox devrait etre bannie s'il existe un risque 
quelconque de contamination croisee avec ces deux agents. 

Documentation de programme d'eradicatioo de Ia variole 
Recommandation 16. L'OMS doit assurer Ia publication de docu
ments adequats traitant de Ia variole et de son eradication ainsi que 
ses principes et methodes applicables a d'autres programmes. 

._ Recommandation 17. Toutes les donnees pertinentes, d 'ordre 
scientifique, operationnel et administratif, doivent etre cataloguees 
et conservees comme archives au Siege de !'OMS, et eventuellement 
dans d'autres centres interesses par l'histoire de Ia medecine. 

Personnel au Siege de l'OMS 
._ Recommandation 18. Une equipe interregionale, comprenant au 
mains deux epidemiologistes ayant participe a Ia campagne d'era
dication de Ia variole et du personnel de soutien, devra etre main
tenue au Siege de !'OMS jusqu'a Ia fin de 1985 au mains. II faudra 
en outre designer un agent du terrain supplementaire pour s 'occuper 
des zones ou le monkeypox humain fait !'objet d'investigations . 
._ Recommandation 19. L'OMS devra constituer un comite sur les 
infections a orthopoxvirus. ___ _;_ __ _ 

INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE 

PAKISTAN (30 January 1980). - Sporadic cases of influenza-like 
illness, mamly in adolescents and children, have been reported 
from Pakistan. A stram of H1Nl has been isolated. 

SURVEILLANCE DE LA GRIPPE 

PAKISTAN (30 janvier 1980).- Des cas sporadiques d'affection& 
d'allure grippale ant ere notifies au Pakistan, plus particulierement 
parmi des adolescents et des enfants. Une souche H1 Nl a ere isolee. ___ _.;, __ _ 

NOTE ON GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS 

The form of presentation in the Weekly Epidemiological Record 
does not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the World 
Health Organization of the status or boundaries of the territories 
as listed or descnbed. It has been adopled solely for the purpose 
of providing a convenient geographical basis for the information 
herein. The same qualification applies to all notes and explana
tions concerning the geographical units for which data are provided. 

NOTE SUR LFS UNITFs GEOGRAPHIQUES 

Tl ne faudrait pas conclure de Ia presentation adoptee dans le 
Releve epidemiologique htbdamadaire que l'Orgamsatioo mondiale 
de Ia Sante admet ou reconnait officiellement le statut ou les limites 
des territoires mentionnes. Ce mode de presentation n'a d'autre 
objet que de donner uo cadre geographique aux renseignements 
publies. la meme reserve vaut egalement pour toutes les notes 
et explications relatives aux pays et terri to ires qui figurent dans les 
tableaux. 
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