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S m a l l p o x eradication (Document E B 5 1 / W P / 7 )
1 

A t the invitation of the C H A I R M A N , Dr B E R N A R D , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , i n t r o d u c e d 

the r e p o r t on the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e (document E B 5 l / w p / 7 ) . The r e p o r t c o n s i s t e d 

of two parts: a r e p o r t on the status of the p r o g r a m m e at the end of 1972, and the 

W e e k l y E p i d e m i o l o g i c a l R e c o r d of 12 J a n u a r y 1 9 7 3 .
2

 The r e p o r t indicated that as the 

a d v a n c e d phase of the p r o g r a m m e p r o c e e d e d , three areas d e s e r v e d p a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s : 

(1) i m m e d i a t e n o t i f i c a t i o n and c o m p l e t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o r d i n a t i o n in the e v e n t of an intro-

d u c t i o n of smallpox; (2) m a i n t e n a n c e of s u r v e i l l a n c e programmes; and (3) i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of 

special p r o g r a m m e s and t e c h n i q u e s to assure that t r a n s m i s s i o n had been i n t e r r u p t e d in a r e a s 

w h e r e the r e p o r t i n g n e t w o r k r e c o r d e d no c a s e s . D u r i n g the d i s c u s s i o n s in the S t a n d i n g 

C o m m i t t e e , p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t had been shown in the m e t h o d o l o g y for the d e t e c t i o n of 

u n i d e n t i f i e d foci of s m a l l p o x . A n i l l u s t r a t i o n of the w a y in w h i c h such t e c h n i q u e s w e r e n o w 

b e i n g a p p l i e d could be found in the p a r a g r a p h s c o n c e r n i n g B r a z i l on p a g e 11 of the W e e k l y 

E p i d e m i o l o g i c a l Record of 12 J a n u a r y 1 9 7 3 . 

Dr L E K I E said that the smallpox e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e w a s p r o g r e s s i n g s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 

t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . There had been some d i s c u s s i o n of d i s c o n t i n u i n g s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n 

and r e l y i n g p r i n c i p a l l y on s u r v e i l l a n c e , r e s o r t i n g to v a c c i n a t i o n o n l y to c o n t a i n any o u t b r e a k 

that m i g h t o c c u r . He had c o n s i d e r a b l e d o u b t s r e g a r d i n g the w i s d o m of such a c o u r s e : 

p a r t i c u l a r l y in c o u n t r i e s w h e r e there had r e c e n t l y b e e n a s e r i o u s o u t b r e a k of s m a l l p o x , 

s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n should be c o n t i n u e d at least for some time• 

S i n c e W H O had decided to play an a c t i v e part in s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n s in the 

d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , rapid progress had been m a d e and the m a j o r i t y of those c o u n t r i e s had n o w 

reached the c o n s o l i d a t i o n or m a i n t e n a n c e s t a g e . For such c o u n t r i e s h e urged that n o w that 

the i m m e d i a t e n e c e s s i t y for an e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n had passed W H O should not s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

reduce its aid b u t , at least d u r i n g the initial m a i n t e n a n c e p h a s e , should a d m i t the p r i n c i p l e 

of c o n t i n u i n g to g i v e m a t e r i a l s u p p o r t . 

P r o f e s s o r V A N N U G L I said that the m a i n t e n a n c e of l a r g e - s c a l e v a c c i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n s had 

b e e n d i s c u s s e d at c o n s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h . The q u e s t i o n w a s a c o n t r o v e r s i a l one even in c o u n t r i e s 

w h e r e smallpox r e p r e s e n t e d only the o c c a s i o n a l risk of an imported c a s e . It w a s p e r h a p s 

p r e m a t u r e to reach a d e c i s i o n on the m a t t e r . 

R e f e r r i n g to the table for A f r i c a on p a g e 15 of the W e e k l y E p i d e m i o l o g i c a l R e c o r d of 

12 J a n u a r y 1973, he said that the s t a t i s t i c s r e q u i r e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h e figures of 

totals a t the b o t t o m of the p a g e did n o t seem d r a m a t i c but the n u m b e r of c o u n t r i e s r e p o r t i n g 

smallpox in 1967 as c o m p a r e d w i t h 1971-72 showed a striking c h a n g e . In 1967, c a s e s had 

o c c u r r e d in almost all the c o u n t r i e s of the R e g i o n
r
 w h e r e a s now there w a s a state of 

e p i d e m i c i t y in only one or two c o u n t r i e s . The c o n c l u s i o n could be d r a w n that in m o s t 

c o u n t r i e s the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n w a s s u f f i c i e n t l y p r o t e c t e d , a l t h o u g h the d a n g e r of 

an e p i d e m i c existed and m i g h t be b r o u g h t to a h e a d by certain local c o n d i t i o n s . He w o u l d 

like to know w h a t c o n d i t i o n s m a d e it p o s s i b l e for such an e p i d e m i c to b r e a k o u t . The 

q u e s t i o n had n o d o u b t b e e n studied by WHO, and he w o u l d be g r a t e f u l if he could be r e f e r r e d 

to the r e l e v a n t d o c u m e n t s . 

D r R A M Z I , r e f e r r i n g to the c o m m e n t s on s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n , said that a small e p i d e m i c 

o u t b r e a k had occurred in Syria the p r e v i o u s y e a r . It had been limited in time and r e s t r i c t e d 

to a few v i l l a g e s . A l m o s t the entire p o p u l a t i o n had been v a c c i n a t e d but there had been a 

r e l a x a t i o n of s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n in the p l a c e s w h e r e the e p i d e m i c o c c u r r e d . He t h e r e f o r e 

b e l i e v e d that, even in d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , the O r g a n i z a t i o n should insist on the n e e d to 

m a i n t a i n s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h s u r v e i l l a n c e . 

1 See Off. Rec. Wld H l t h O r g . , 1973, N o . 207, A p p e n d i x 8 . 

2 
W k l y e p i d e m . R e c . , 1973, 48, 9 - 2 4 . 
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S i r G e o r g e G O D B E R s a i d that, w h i l e the d e g r e e of s u c c e s s a c h i e v e d by W H O in the s m a l l p o x 

e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n w a s e x t r e m e l y g r a t i f y i n g , it w a s n o t q u i t e c o m p l e t e . If it w e r e 

p o s s i b l e to p u s h the p r o g r a m m e to its c o n c l u s i o n , the w h o l e w o r l d m i g h t be e n t i r e l y free of 

s m a l l p o x so t h a t it w o u l d n o l o n g e r be n e c e s s a r y t o be p e r p e t u a l l y on g u a r d a g a i n s t i t . 

D r L e k i e h a d m a d e s o m e e x c e l l e n t p o i n t s in h i s r e m a r k s . S e v e r a l f a c t o r s w e r e i n v o l v e d 

in the t r a n s m i s s i o n of s m a l l p o x f r o m one c o u n t r y to a n o t h e r , o n e b e i n g r e g u l a r c o n t a c t b e t w e e n 

the c o u n t r i e s i n v o l v e d , a s f o r e x a m p l e the r e g u l a r c o n t a c t s w h i c h e x i s t e d b e t w e e n the 

U n i t e d K i n g d o m a n d I n d i a . T h e f a c t o r of g e n e r a l s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n w a s i m p o r t a n t f o r 

the p r o t e c t i o n of the c o u n t r y a s a w h o l e b u t w a s n o g u a r d a g a i n s t i m p o r t a t i o n of the d i s e a s e ; 

a c l o s e c o n t a c t w h o had b e e n v a c c i n a t e d w i t h i n the p r e c e d i n g two y e a r s c o u l d s t i l l c o n t r a c t and 

s p r e a d the d i s e a s e • T h e i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in c o n t a i n m e n t w a s the i m m e d i a t e d i a g n o s i s of 

i m p o r t e d c a s e s and the t a k i n g of a p p r o p r i a t e s t e p s tó c o n t a i n the i n c i d e n t . T h a t w a s m u c h 

e a s i e r for E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s w i t h t h e i r h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n of d o c t o r s p e r h e a d of p o p u l a t i o n 

t h a n f o r A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , and the b u r d e n o n the l a t t e r w a s c o n s e q u e n t l y h e a v i e r . 

The d i s e a s e h a d now b e e n v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d from A f r i c a e x c e p t f o r two c o u n t r i e s , and 

in t h e m the e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e w a s p r o c e e d i n g a c t i v e l y and p r o m i s e d e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . 

T h e f a c t t h a t m o r e c a s e s had b e e n d i a g n o s e d t h e r e r e c e n t l y w a s n o c a u s e for c o n c e r n . It d i d 

n o t n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n t h a t c a s e s w e r e i n c r e a s i n g b u t m e r e l y t h a t d i a g n o s i s w a s b e t t e r . The 

c o u n t r i e s c o n c e r n e d m u s t , h o w e v e r , p r e s s on w i t h t h e i r e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n s if the 

p o s s i b i l i t y of r e i n t r o d u c i n g s m a l l p o x to o t h e r c o u n t r i e s w a s to b e e l i m i n a t e d , and W H O m u s t 

t h e r e f o r e c o n t i n u e to m a k e a n a l l - o u t e f f o r t to p r o v i d e the n e c e s s a r y m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s . 

F i n a l l y , he c o n s i d e r e d it a d i s g r a c e for a n y d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r y to a l l o w o n e of its 

c i t i z e n s to g o to a c o u n t r y in w h i c h s m a l l p o x w a s e n d e m i c w i t h o u t p r o p e r and v a l i d v a c c i n a t i o n 

p r o t e c t i o n . 

/ 

D r S A E N Z said t h a t d i s c u s s i o n so f a r h a d c o n c e n t r a t e d on w h e t h e r there s h o u l d be s y s t e m a t i c 

v a c c i n a t i o n o r w h e t h e r a t t e m p t s s h o u l d b e m a d e to m a i n t a i n a s t r e n g t h e n e d s u r v e i l l a n c e p r o -

g r a m m e . In h i s v i e w , w i t h g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n c o u n t r i e s and the r e s u l t i n g 

r i s k of i n f e c t i o n , it w o u l d be a s e r i o u s m i s t a k e to a b a n d o n s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n s . 

S u r v e i l l a n c e c o u l d be c a r r i e d out s a t i s f a c t o r i l y o n l y in a v e r y few c o u n t r i e s w i t h h i g h l y 

d e v e l o p e d e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l s y s t e m s . In the m a j o r i t y of c o u n t r i e s it w o u l d be d a n g e r o u s 

to g i v e u p s y s t e m a t i c v a c c i n a t i o n . 

P r o f e s s o r S U L I A N T I s a i d t h a t it w a s i n d i c a t e d in the b u d g e t v o l u m e ( O f f i c i a l R e c o r d s 

N o . 2 0 4 , p a g e 7 8 ) t h a t the V e c t o r B i o l o g y a n d C o n t r o l u n i t r e p o r t e d to the A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r -

G e n e r a l r e s p o n s i b l e for C o m m u n i c a b l e D i s e a s e s a n d for M a l a r i a E r a d i c a t i o n . She a s k e d w h y 

n o t h i n g w a s said a b o u t w h o the o t h e r d i v i s i o n s r e p o r t e d to and to w h a t d i v i s i o n E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

H e a l t h w a s r e s p o n s i b l e . 

T h e s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n h a d so f a r b e e n h i g h l y s a t i s f a c t o r y and the q u e s t i o n 

w a s h o w to k e e p it s o . T h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l H e a l t h R e g u l a t i o n s s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t i m m u n i t y from v a c c i n a t i o n l a s t e d t h r e e y e a r s , b u t she w o u l d like to k n o w w h a t w a s the 

a c t u a l d u r a t i o n of i m m u n i t y a n d , if there w a s r o u t i n e v a c c i n a t i o n , h o w o f t e n it w o u l d be 

n e c e s s a r y to v a c c i n a t e . 

F r o m h e r o w n e x p e r i e n c e in I n d o n e s i a , she b e l i e v e d that s u r v e i l l a n c e a n d c o n t a i n m e n t 

w e r e m o r e i m p o r t a n t than r o u t i n e v a c c i n a t i o n , a l t h o u g h the l a t t e r s h o u l d n o t be n e g l e c t e d . 

She w o n d e r e d h o w s u r v e i l l a n c e and c o n t a i n m e n t a c t i v i t i e s c o u l d be e n l a r g e d a n d the i n t e r e s t 

of h e a l t h w o r k e r s in the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n m a i n t a i n e d ; and w h e t h e r a c t i v i t i e s 

w h i c h i n v o l v e d o t h e r c o m m u n i c a b l e d i s e a s e s a s w e l l as s m a l l p o x c o u l d be f i n a n c e d from the 

S p e c i a l A c c o u n t f o r S m a l l p o x E r a d i c a t i o n . 

T h e D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L , r e p l y i n g to P r o f e s s o r S u l i a n t i
f

s f i r s t q u e s t i o n , said that V e c t o r 

B i o l o g y a n d C o n t r o l , w h i c h w a s n o t a d i v i s i o n b u t an o f f i c e c o l l a b o r a t i n g p r i n c i p a l l y w i t h 

the D i v i s i o n s of M a l a r i a E r a d i c a t i o n a n d of C o m m u n i c a b l e D i s e a s e s , r e p o r t e d d i r e c t l y to the 

A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h o s e d i v i s i o n s . In the same w a y the O f f i c e of 

P u b l i c a t i o n s a n d T r a n s l a t i o n r e p o r t e d to a n o t h e r A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l . A n e w 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n h a d h o w e v e r b e e n a p p r o v e d b y the T w e n t y - f i f t h W o r l d H e a l t h A s s e m b l y f o r the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of the b u d g e t a n d in the p r o p o s e d p r o g r a m m e a n d b u d g e t for 1 9 7 5 V e c t o r B i o l o g y 

a n d C o n t r o l w o u l d c o m e u n d e r C o m m u n i c a b l e D i s e a s e s • 
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D r A A S H I said that it w a s o w i n g m a i n l y to m a s s v a c c i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n s that the s m a l l p o x 

e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e had r e a c h e d its p r e s e n t s t a g e . C o n t i n u e d v a c c i n a t i o n w a s n e c e s s a r y , 

and he s t r e s s e d the i m p o r t a n c e of e n s u r i n g that v a c c i n a t i o n w a s p r o p e r l y c a r r i e d o u t • 

S u r v e i l l a n c e w a s not p r a c t i c a b l e , in a l l c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y in t h o s e l a c k i n g b a s i c h e a l t h 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s • In h i s v i e w , the e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s h o u l d c o n t i n u e to d e p e n d on 

v a c c i n a t i o n a l t h o u g h s u r v e i l l a n c e s h o u l d be i n s t i t u t e d w h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e . 

M r W O L D E - G E R I M A c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the d e d i c a t i o n s h o w n in the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n 

by W H O e x p e r t s , v o l u n t e e r s and n a t i o n a l staff s h o u l d n o w b e d i r e c t e d to o t h e r c o m m u n i c a b l e 

d i s e a s e s . The staff t r a i n e d for s m a l l p o x a c t i v i t i e s c o n s t i t u t e d a v a l u a b l e r e s o u r c e that 

c o u l d be r e d e p l o y e d to d e a l w i t h o t h e r d i s e a s e s , a s w e l l as to e n s u r e t h a t t h e r e w a s n o 

s u b s e q u e n t o u t b r e a k of s m a l l p o x . He c o m m e n d e d the d e c i s i o n to i n c r e a s e the s m a l l p o x 

a l l o c a t i o n in 1 9 7 4 , e s p e c i a l l y for the r e p l a c e m e n t of e q u i p m e n t a n d f o r s u p p l i e s . 

P r o f e s s o r A U J A L E U e m p h a s i z e d that so l o n g as e r a d i c a t i o n w a s n o t c o m p l e t e d a n d m a i n t a i n e d 

on a g l o b a l s c a l e , the d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d be w a r n e d a g a i n s t p r o t e c t i n g t h e m s e l v e s 

s o l e l y by s u r v e i l l a n c e . A l t h o u g h the d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s h a d g o o d l a b o r a t o r i e s , t h e i r 

p h y s i c i a n s w e r e n o t t r a i n e d to d e t e c t the d i s e a s e , a n d c a s e s h a d o c c u r r e d t h a t h a d n o t b e e n 

r e c o g n i z e d • L e s s than 5 % of the p h y s i c i a n s in F r a n c e h a d e v e r s e e n a c a s e of s m a l l p o x . 

D r H E N R Y said that the c a m p a i g n w a s on the b r i n k of s u c c e s s and h e c o m m e n d e d W H O o n its 

a c h i e v e m e n t . N o one w a n t e d to j e o p a r d i z e t h a t s a t i s f a c t o r y s t a t e of a f f a i r s a n d , in v i e w of 

the p r o b l e m s p r e s e n t e d by the r a p i d t r a n s p o r t of m a n y p e o p l e f r o m one c o u n t r y to a n o t h e r and 

b y the p o s s i b l e e x i s t e n c e of u n r e p o r t e d f o c i , he c o n s i d e r e d that c o n t i n u e d i m m u n i z a t i o n w a s 

n e c e s s a r y u n t i l c o u n t r i e s w e r e a b l e to m a i n t a i n p r o p e r s u r v e i l l a n c e • 

D r V E N E D I K T O V s a i d that, t h a n k s to the c o o r d i n a t i o n of the e f f o r t s of W H O and its M e m b e r 

S t a t e s , for the f i r s t time in h i s t o r y there w e r e g o o d p r o s p e c t s of e r a d i c a t i n g s m a l l p o x . 

The s u c c e s s of the e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n 一 w h i c h p r o v i d e d c o n v i n c i n g p r o o f of the v a l u e of the 

O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s w o r k - d i d n o t s u r p r i s e h i m , s i n c e the m e t h o d by w h i c h the d i s e a s e c o u l d be 

e r a d i c a t e d h a d b e e n k n o w n , the p r o g r a m m e had b e e n c a r e f u l l y o r g a n i z e d a n d r e s o l u t e l y p u r s u e d , 

and f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s (as w e l l a s l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of v a c c i n e ) had b e e n m a d e a v a i l a b l e . 

T h e r e h a d b e e n a n u m b e r of d i f f i c u l t i e s , s u c h as t h o s e c o n n e c t e d w i t h the s t a b i l i t y of the 

v a c c i n e s u s e d , and m e t h o d s of v a c c i n a t i o n , b u t they had b e e n o v e r c o m e . 

It w a s n o w safe to say that the p r o g r a m m e w a s a p p r o a c h i n g its c o n c l u d i n g p h a s e • He 

n o t i c e d that in the b u d g e t e s t i m a t e s for 1974 the b u d g e t a r y p r o v i s i o n for s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n 

s h o w e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e d e c r e a s e - to w h i c h he w a s n o t o p p o s e d , since a r e d u c t i o n in f u n d s 

f r e q u e n t l y r e f l e c t e d an i n c r e a s e in e f f i c i e n c y . He h a d a l s o n o t i c e d t h a t b e t w e e n 1 9 6 7 and 1 9 7 3 

the b u d g e t a r y p r o v i s i o n had n o t s h o w n a c o n t i n u o u s r i s e , b u t h a d v a r i e d a c c o r d i n g to the n e e d s . 

T h a t f l e x i b l e a p p r o a c h m i g h t w e l l be a p p l i e d in o t h e r p r o g r a m m e s . 

He a g r e e d w i t h t h o s e m e m b e r s w h o h a d s t r e s s e d that n o r e l a x a t i o n of e f f o r t s c o u l d b e 

p e r m i t t e d • If the p r o g r a m m e d i d n o t r e c e i v e the a t t e n t i o n and the f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s 

r e q u i r e d , s m a l l p o x w o u l d r e t u r n , j u s t a s m a l a r i a h a d d o n e . E x p e r t s in h i s o w n c o u n t r y w e r e 

c o n c e r n e d that some c o u n t r i e s w e r e c o n t e m p l a t i n g the d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n of m a s s v a c c i n a t i o n and 

c o n s i d e r e d t h a t in m o s t c a s e s s u c h a step w o u l d be p r e m a t u r e and d a n g e r o u s . M o r e o v e r , the 

e f f o r t s m a d e to d e t e c t n e w f o c i of s m a l l p o x s h o u l d c o n t i n u e u n a b a t e d , m e a s u r e s s h o u l d be 

t a k e n to e n s u r e that p h y s i c i a n s in c o u n t r i e s f r e e f r o m s m a l l p o x did n o t lose the a b i l i t y to 

d i a g n o s e it, a n d if there w e r e a n y p r o b l e m s on w h i c h r e s e a r c h w a s n e e d e d , it s h o u l d n o t b e 

n e g l e c t e d . He n o t e d that m o n k e y p o x v i r u s w a s n o w c o n s i d e r e d n o t to be p a r t i c u l a r l y d a n g e r o u s ; 

h o w e v e r the f a c t that it e x i s t e d p u t the c o n c e p t of s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n in a n e w l i g h t . 

He a l s o n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t a n u m b e r of c o u n t r i e s w e r e c a r r y i n g o u t B C G 

v a c c i n a t i o n a l o n g w i t h s m a l l p o x v a c c i n a t i o n . 

He w a s c o n c e r n e d a t P r o f e s s o r S u l i a n t i ' s r e f e r e n c e to the n e e d for m a i n t a i n i n g the 

i n t e r e s t of staff e n g a g e d in the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n s . T h o s e p e o p l e
f

 s e n t h u s i a s m 

s h o u l d n o t be a l l o w e d to w a n e , and e v e r y e f f o r t s h o u l d be m a d e to use them in o t h e r h e a l t h 

p r o g r a m m e s . 
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F i n a l l y , the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s h o u l d n o t be c o n s i d e r e d an end in i t s e l f . 

The e x p e r i e n c e it h a d a f f o r d e d s h o u l d be u s e d in o t h e r h e a l t h p r o g r a m m e s , for it had p r o v e d 

t h a t it w a s p o s s i b l e to c o o r d i n a t e e f f o r t s a n d to o r g a n i z e an i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e 

s u c c e s s f u l l y . He u r g e d the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l to a s s e m b l e and a n a l y s e a l l the d a t a a v a i l a b l e 

f r o m the p r o g r a m m e s in the v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , s i n c e it w o u l d be of i m m e n s e v a l u e to e x p e r t s 

a n d h e a l t h a d m i n i s t r a t o r s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 

S i r G e o r g e G O D B E R , w h i l e a g r e e i n g that it w a s l a r g e l y c o r r e c t to c o n t i n u e r o u t i n e 

v a c c i n a t i o n , m a d e an e x c e p t i o n for t h o s e c o u n t r i e s w h e r e s m a l l p o x w a s n o t e n d e m i c and w h e r e 

it w a s r e a s o n a b l y c e r t a i n t h a t i m p o r t e d c a s e s c o u l d be q u i c k l y d e t e c t e d . T w o s u s p e c t c a s e s 

h a d b e e n i m p o r t e d i n t o the U n i t e d K i n g d o m in 1 9 7 2 and b o t h h a d b e e n d e t e c t e d , one by a 

g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i o n e r w h o h a d n e v e r seen the d i s e a s e b e f o r e . U l t i m a t e l y , h o w e v e r , n e i t h e r 

h a d p r o v e d to be s m a l l p o x . B e f o r e g i v i n g u p r o u t i n e v a c c i n a t i o n , it w a s n e c e s s a r y to e n s u r e 

t h a t a l l g e n e r a l p r a c t i t i o n e r s w e r e t a u g h t to r e c o g n i z e the d i s e a s e and that they w e r e b a c k e d 

by c o n s u l t a n t s w h o had h a d a c t u a l e x p e r i e n c e of s m a l l p o x c a s e s . It w a s a l s o n e c e s s a r y to 

h a v e a n e f f i c i e n t l a b o r a t o r y . If t h o s e e l e m e n t s w e r e p r e s e n t it w a s n o t , in h i s o p i n i o n , 

e s s e n t i a l to e x p o s e i n f a n t s to v a c c i n a t i o n . N o c o u n t r y w a s in a p o s i t i o n to a d v i s e o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s on t h e i r p o l i c y in that r e s p e c t . E a c h c o u n t r y had to a s s e s s its own p o s i t i o n . 

D r B E R N A R D , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , c o n s i d e r e d that the o p i n i o n s e x p r e s s e d by the 

m e m b e r s of the E x e c u t i v e B o a r d w e r e f u l l y in k e e p i n g w i t h the line f o l l o w e d by the D i r e c t o r -

G e n e r a l a n d h i s staff in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the p r o g r a m m e . WHO'S a t t i t u d e w a s one of 

c a u t i o n a n d p r u d e n c e . A t the p r e s e n t s t a g e in the e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n , v i g i l a n c e a n d the 

m a i n t e n a n c e of the h i g h e s t l e v e l of i m m u n i t y w e r e v i t a l . W h e n s m a l l p o x had b e e n e r a d i c a t e d , 

it w a s i m p o r t a n t to d e v e l o p f u r t h e r i m m u n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s a n d to r e o r i e n t a c t i v i t i e s in 

t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

D r R E S T R E P O c o n s i d e r e d that the n a t u r e of s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s in d i f f e r e n t 

c o u n t r i e s d e p e n d e d , to a l a r g e e x t e n t , on the l o c a l e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s and the 

s t r u c t u r e of the h e a l t h s e r v i c e s ; b u t in g e n e r a l the m a i n t e n a n c e of a h i g h l e v e l of i m m u n i t y 

w a s i m p o r t a n t . H e a s k e d for an e x p l a n a t i o n of the c r i t e r i a a p p l i e d in the a l l o c a t i o n 

of f u n d s to the p r o g r a m m e , and f o r an e s t i m a t e of the time r e q u i r e d to a c h i e v e e r a d i c a t i o n on 

a g l o b a l b a s i s . 

D r H E N D E R S O N ( S m a l l p o x E r a d i c a t i o n ) , in r e p l y to the c o m m e n t s m a d e , said that D r L e k i e 

h a d u n d e r l i n e d the p r i n c i p a l d a n g e r - that of o v e r c o n f i d e n c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y on the p a r t of 

c o u n t r i e s t h a t had b e c o m e s m a l l p o x - f r e e w h i l e s t i l l b e i n g in e n d e m i c a r e a s . O v e r c o n f i d e n c e 

c o u l d lead to a r e l a x a t i o n of e f f o r t s • The W H O E x p e r t C o m m i t t e e on S m a l l p o x E r a d i c a t i o n , 

m e e t i n g in 1 9 7 1 , h a d r e c o g n i z e d the n e e d to c o n t i n u e v a c c i n a t i o n in m o s t c o u n t r i e s , b u t it 

h a d r e c o g n i z e d a l s o t h a t a few m i g h t h a v e a d e q u a t e s u r v e i l l a n c e s y s t e m s and a s u f f i c i e n t l y 

low r i s k t h a t i n t r o d u c t i o n s of s m a l l p o x m i g h t o c c u r as to j u s t i f y t e r m i n a t i n g r o u t i n e 

v a c c i n a t i o n . M a n y d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s , h o w e v e r , in view of the fact that there had b e e n 

v a c c i n a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s f o r m a n y y e a r s - and of the p r o b l e m of p o s s i b l y h a v i n g to r e s t a r t a 

p r o g r a m m e o n c e it h a d b e e n s t o p p e d - had d e c i d e d to c o n t i n u e r o u t i n e v a c c i n a t i o n for the 

time b e i n g . In v i e w of the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of the E x p e r t C o m m i t t e e that in v i r t u a l l y a l l 

c o u n t r i e s c o n t i n u i n g v a c c i n a t i o n w a s i m p o r t a n t to m a i n t a i n i m m u n i t y , the b u d g e t e s t i m a t e s 

for 1 9 7 4 r e f l e c t e d that f a c t . In s m a l l p o x - f r e e c o u n t r i e s , the n e e d for the t e a m s to u n d e r -

take v a c c i n a t i o n a g a i n s t o t h e r d i s e a s e s w a s r e c o g n i z e d , and s u c h p r o g r a m m e s had b e e n s t a r t e d 

in m a n y c o u n t r i e s . 

W i t h r e g a r d to the f r e q u e n c y w i t h w h i c h v a c c i n a t i o n should be p e r f o r m e d , Dr H e n d e r s o n 

p o i n t e d o u t that the t h r e e - y e a r v a l i d i t y of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l V a c c i n a t i o n C e r t i f i c a t e w a s 

i n t e n d e d to p r o v i d e a s c o m p l e t e a n a s s u r a n c e as p o s s i b l e that the t r a v e l l e r w a s a d e q u a t e l y 

p r o t e c t e d . It had b e e n f o u n d that, e v e n in e n d e m i c a r e a s , 9 0 % of c a s e s w e r e p e o p l e w h o had 

n e v e r b e e n v a c c i n a t e d in t h e i r l i v e s - a fact i n d i c a t i n g that the e f f i c a c y and d u r a t i o n of 

i m m u n i t y f o l l o w i n g v a c c i n a t i o n w a s s u b s t a n t i a l l y g r e a t e r than p r e v i o u s l y t h o u g h t . M a n y 

c o u n t r i e s h a d t h e r e f o r e a d o p t e d the p o l i c y of v a c c i n a t i n g c h i l d r e n a s e a r l y as p o s s i b l e and 

of r e v a c c i n a t i n g t h e m on s c h o o l e n t r y to a c h i e v e a s a t i s f a c t o r y l e v e l of i m m u n i t y . 
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W h i l e it w a s true t h a t the c a s e s r e c o r d e d in A f r i c a h a d g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e d d u r i n g the 

p a s t six y e a r s , the s t a t i s t i c s d i d n o t r e f l e c t the a c t u a l n u m b e r of c a s e s b e l i e v e d to h a v e 

o c c u r r e d . S t u d i e s i n d i c a t e d that in 1967 less t h a n 1% of a l l c a s e s in A f r i c a w e r e b e i n g 

o f f i c i a l l y r e c o r d e d ; w h i l e in 1972 m o s t of the c a s e s had o c c u r r e d in E t h i o p i a , w h e r e a t 

l e a s t 5 0 % w e r e b e i n g r e p o r t e d . R e p o r t i n g w a s n o w g o o d in a l l c o u n t r i e s in A f r i c a and the 

o v e r a l l a p p r a i s a l w a s r e a s o n a b l y r e l i a b l e . 

T h e r e w e r e t h r e e c o n d i t i o n s g o v e r n i n g o u t b r e a k s of s m a l l p o x . F i r s t , t h e r e h a d to be a n 

a r e a of h i g h e n d e m i c i t y to e x p o r t the s m a l l p o x . If the i n c i d e n c e of s m a l l p o x in e n d e m i c 

a r e a s w e r e r e d u c e d , the r i s k of t h e i r e x p o r t i n g c a s e s w o u l d o b v i o u s l y be l e s s , S e c o n d l y , it 

had to be p o s s i b l e for s m a l l p o x to s p r e a d in the r e c i p i e n t c o u n t r y , a n d a h i g h l e v e l of 

i m m u n i t y served to r e t a r d the r a p i d s p r e a d of a n o u t b r e a k . T h i r d l y , an o u t b r e a k n e e d e d time 

to b e c o m e e s t a b l i s h e d ; and thus the e x i s t e n c e of a s y s t e m of e a r l y d e t e c t i o n a n d c o n t a i n m e n t 

w a s m o s t i m p o r t a n t . 

The n e e d f o r e f f e c t i v e v a c c i n a t i o n c o v e r a g e of t r a v e l l e r s , a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , w a s a 

p o i n t that had to be e m p h a s i z e d . D u r i n g the p a s t f i v e y e a r s , a l l c a s e s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o 

E u r o p e h a d been d u e to E u r o p e a n s w h o h a d n o t b e e n p r o p e r l y v a c c i n a t e d in t h e i r o w n c o u n t r i e s . 

In S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 2 , the f i n a l i n t e n s i v e p h a s e of the s m a l l p o x e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e h a d 

b e e n s t a r t e d . G o a l s h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d for the n e x t six m o n t h s , 12 m o n t h s , 18 m o n t h s , a n d 

24 m o n t h s . The f i n a l p h a s e w o u l d d e m a n d an e f f o r t q u i t e a s g r e a t a s h a d b e e n e x p e n d e d 

h i t h e r t o . S u p p o r t in m a n y a r e a s w o u l d h a v e to be m u c h g r e a t e r . It w a s p o s s i b l e to be 

c a u t i o u s l y h o p e f u l b u t the f i n a l g o a l w a s s t i l l f a r from c e r t a i n . 

P r o f e s s o r A U J A L E U a s k e d for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the S e c r e t a r i a t ' s p o l i c y w i t h r e g a r d to the 

c o n t i n u a t i o n of v a c c i n a t i o n . D r H e n d e r s o n h a d s a i d that s o m e c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h h a d b e e n 

c a r r y i n g out v a c c i n a t i o n for 1 5 0 y e a r s , w e r e f i n d i n g it d i f f i c u l t to c h a n g e t h e i r p o l i c y . 

He t h o u g h t that s u c h c o u n t r i e s m u s t h a v e g o o d r e a s o n s for m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r p o i n t of v i e w . 

D r H E N D E R S O N ( S m a l l p o x E r a d i c a t i o n ) r e p l i e d that it w a s , of c o u r s e , c l e a r l y the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of e a c h c o u n t r y to d e t e r m i n e its o w n p o l i c y on v a c c i n a t i o n , b a s e d on the 

c h a n c e s of c a s e s b e i n g i m p o r t e d - and these w e r e c h a n g i n g f r o m y e a r to y e a r . M a n y d e v e l o p e d 

c o u n t r i e s , w i t h g o o d s u r v e i l l a n c e s y s t e m s and n o w a t m u c h l o w e r r i s k , w e r e u n d e r s t a n d a b l y 

r e l u c t a n t to a l t e r a l o n g s t a n d i n g a n d w i d e l y a c c e p t e d v a c c i n a t i o n p o l i c y , the m o r e so a s it 

w o u l d be d i f f i c u l t to r e s t a r t a p r o g r a m m e o n c e it h a d b e e n s t o p p e d . So l o n g a s s m a l l p o x 

p e r s i s t e d a n y w h e r e in the w o r l d , t h e r e w a s a r i s k that i m p o r t a t i o n s m i g h t o c c u r . The p r o -

g r a m m e c o u l d s u f f e r s e t b a c k s , m a k i n g the r i s k e v e n g r e a t e r . It w o u l d be i m p o r t a n t to f o l l o w 

the p r o g r e s s of the p r o g r a m m e o v e r the n e x t few y e a r s • 

D r R A M Z I s a i d that, w h i l e it w a s true that e a c h c o u n t r y w a s free to d e c i d e its o w n 

p o l i c y , he t h o u g h t that the O r g a n i z a t i o n s h o u l d m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s in the c o m m o n i n t e r e s t . 

C o u n t r i e s should n o t be l e f t e n t i r e l y w i t h o u t g u i d a n c e as r e g a r d s s m a l l p o x v a c c i n a t i o n . 

The D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L said that the S e c r e t a r i a t c o u l d p r o v i d e the f a c t s on the c u r r e n t 

s i t u a t i o n b u t t h a t it w a s for the H e a l t h A s s e m b l y to e s t a b l i s h the p o l i c y . It w a s c l e a r 

that d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s h a d d i f f e r e n t p r o b l e m s • The H e a l t h A s s e m b l y m i g h t r e c o m m e n d in 

p r i n c i p l e that v a c c i n a t i o n s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d b u t c o u l d n o t f o r c e c o u n t r i e s to c o n t i n u e 

v a c c i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n s a g a i n s t t h e i r w i s h e s • 

In a n s w e r to a p o i n t m a d e by D r V e n e d i k t o v c o n c e r n i n g the s u c c e s s of the e r a d i c a t i o n 

c a m p a i g n , he said t h a t one of the o b j e c t s of a l l s p e c i a l i z e d c a m p a i g n s w a s to s t i m u l a t e the 

i n t e r e s t of g o v e r n m e n t s and to h e l p them to r e a l i z e the i m p o r t a n c e of h e a l t h m a t t e r s in the 

e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t of the c o u n t r y . The final a i m w a s n o t o n l y to e r a d i c a t e the 

d i s e a s e b u t a l s o to h e l p the g o v e r n m e n t s to d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n p e r m a n e n t h e a l t h s e r v i c e s . 

P r o f e s s o r S U L I A N T I s a i d that, w h i l e it w a s true that o n l y the H e a l t h A s s e m b l y c o u l d m a k e 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , the E x e c u t i v e B o a r d and the W o r l d H e a l t h A s s e m b l y s h o u l d be g i v e n g u i d a n c e by 

the S e c r e t a r i a t . It w o u l d be h e l p f u l if the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l
1

 s r e p o r t c o n t a i n e d i n f o r m a t i o n , 
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for e x a m p l e , on the risks of d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s e x p o r t i n g c a s e s , on the risks of o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s i m p o r t i n g c a s e s , and on the d u r a t i o n of i m m u n i t y . 

The C H A I R M A N said that a r e s o l u t i o n had b e e n d r a f t e d and w o u l d be c i r c u l a t e d for 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n later (see summary record of the e i g h t h m e e t i n g , section 1 ) . 

M a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n 

D r R A M Z I drew a t t e n t i o n to the fact that the m a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n had been 

d r a g g i n g on for m a n y y e a r s and that it w a s a h e a v y d r a i n on the b u d g e t of W H O and on that of 

m a n y c o u n t r i e s in the w o r l d . In one c o u n t r y he knew w e l l , o n e - t e n t h of the h e a l t h b u d g e t 

h a d b e e n spent on m a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n since 1 9 5 6 . 

O v e r the past two or three y e a r s the o b j e c t i v e had b e e n to integrate m a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n 

c a m p a i g n s into the b a s i c public h e a l t h s e r v i c e s . He w o u l d like to k n o w the p o s i t i o n of the 

S e c r e t a r i a t w i t h r e s p e c t to i n t e g r a t i o n , a n d w h a t had b e e n done by the R e g i o n a l Offices to 

i m p l e m e n t the p o l i c y of i n t e g r a t i o n . 

His second query c o n c e r n e d the c a m p a i g n s a b o u t to start in A f r i c a . It w a s important 

to e n s u r e that the basic h e a l t h s e r v i c e s in those c o u n t r i e s w e r e s u f f i c i e n t l y strong, and 

h e t h o u g h t it w o u l d be w i s e to i n t e g r a t e the a n t i m a l a r i a c a m p a i g n s into the p u b l i c h e a l t h 

s e r v i c e s right from the s t a r t . 

D r B E R N A R D , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , said that, since the T w e n t y - s e c o n d W o r l d H e a l t h 

A s s e m b l y in 1969, the e f f o r t s of the O r g a n i z a t i o n had b e e n largely d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s 

i n t e g r a t i o n . T h e s i t u a t i o n - w h i c h indeed varied from c o u n t r y to c o u n t r y - w a s b e i n g 

e v a l u a t e d in d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s w h e r e e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s were u n d e r w a y and was aimed 

in p a r t i c u l a r at d e t e r m i n i n g h o w i n t e g r a t i o n could best be a c h i e v e d . In m a n y countries 

w h e r e m a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n s had c o n t i n u e d , e v a l u a t i o n had suggested that integration 

w a s p o s s i b l e . 

On the other h a n d , in some c o u n t r i e s w h e r e there w a s n o p o s s i b i l i t y of e r a d i c a t i o n in 

the n e a r future - p a r t i c u l a r l y in A f r i c a - the stress w a s b e i n g placed on the s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

of b a s i c h e a l t h services w i t h a b u i l t - i n e l e m e n t of a n t i m a l a r i a a c t i v i t i e s . That situation 

h a d b e e n d i s c u s s e d at a m e e t i n g in B r a z z a v i l l e a few m o n t h s e a r l i e r . 

A t h e a d q u a r t e r s , the D i v i s i o n of M a l a r i a E r a d i c a t i o n w a s in c o n s t a n t c o n t a c t w i t h the 

D i v i s i o n of S t r e n g t h e n i n g of H e a l t h S e r v i c e s . A l l m e e t i n g s on m a l a r i a e r a d i c a t i o n included 

staff from the l a t t e r D i v i s i o n . Such c o o p e r a t i o n a l s o applied to the training of p e r s o n n e l , 

and there w a s similar c o o p e r a t i o n at the r e g i o n a l l e v e l . 

D r R A M Z I said he w a s glad to h e a r , from w h a t Dr Bernard had said, that th'e S e c r e t a r i a t 

w a s in p r i n c i p l e in favour of i n t e g r a t i o n . He still w a n t e d to know, h o w e v e r , w h a t had been 

d o n e at r e g i o n a l level to i m p l e m e n t the c h a n g e in p o l i c y . 

D r R E S T R E P O said that in the early d a y s of malaria e r a d i c a t i o n c a m p a i g n s there had been 

g r e a t e n t h u s i a s m , and i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s - U N I C E F a s w e l l as W H O - had given their 

h e l p w i l l i n g l y . H o w e v e r , as a r e s u l t of some of the d i f f i c u l t i e s that had b e e n e n c o u n t e r e d , 

the e n t h u s i a s m had w a n e d and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l h e l p had d e c r e a s e d . 

T h e b a s i c h e a l t h s e r v i c e s in some c o u n t r i e s w e r e not strong e n o u g h and as a c o m p r o m i s e 

s o l u t i o n several c o u n t r i e s in L a t i n A m e r i c a had a t t e m p t e d to integrate v a c c i n a t i o n c a m p a i g n s 

a g a i n s t o t h e r d i s e a s e s w i t h their m a l a r i a p r o g r a m m e s , n o t a b l y p r o g r a m m e s of v a c c i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 

s m a l l p o x , t u b e r c u l o s i s , d i p h t h e r i a , and t e t a n u s . In s o m e c a s e s , h o w e v e r , they had not incor-

p o r a t e d the m a l a r i a s e r v i c e s firmly in the b a s i c h e a l t h s e r v i c e s of the c o u n t r y . G r e a t e r 

a t t e n t i o n should be paid to that p o i n t . 

He e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n a t the r e d u c t i o n in UNICEF* s c o n t r i b u t i o n , w h i c h in many c o u n t r i e s 

w o u l d n o t be c o n t i n u e d a f t e r the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 
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"The Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the programmes planned to be financed in 1974 from the Voluntary 

Fund for Health Promotion, as shown in Annex 5 to Official Records No. 204, 

1. NOTES that the programmes are complementary to the programmes included in 
the regular budget of the Organization； 

2. NOTES further that the programmes conform to the general programme of work for 
the period 1973-1977 and that the research programmes are in accordance with advice 
received by the Director-General from the Advisory Committee on Medical Research; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to implement the programmes planned for 1974 to 
the extent to which funds become available." 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that he had no objection to the draft resolution and he was 
gratified to note the stress in the second paragraph of the preamble on the "complementary" 
nature of the programmes to be financed from the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted. 1 

International Agency for Research on Cancer 

Additional Projects 

There were no comments. 

Smallpox eradication 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution, proposed by 
Sir George Godber, on the smallpox eradication programme: 

The Executive Board, 
Noting with gratification the progress of the smallpox eradication programme, 

1. EXPRESSES 
(a) its deep gratitude to those countries which have been able to complete the 
eradication of endemic smallpox, to those still engaged in the effort to do so and 
to the WHO staff concerned; and 

(b) the expectation that all countries, will maintain that combination of strict 
surveillance and vaccination appropriate to their circumstances; 

2. RECOMMENDS that the maximum effort should be developed by the Organization and 
those countries where the disease is still endemic in order to complete eradication if 
possible by the end of 1975. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said he felt it inappropriate for WHO to express its gratitude to countries 
that had completed the eradication of smallpox, since such eradication was in those countriesf 

own interests. The text should be amended accordingly. 

Professor AUJALEU said he thought it over-optimistic to recommend that eradication be 
completed by 1975. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that, sine© substantial amendments had been proposed^ there should be 
no further discussion of the resolution until an amended text had been circulated (see 
summary record of the ninth meeting, section 1). 

1 Resolution EB51.R17. 
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I tern 3.4 of the Agenda 1. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1974: 
(continued) 

Report No, 3 of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 

Smallpox eradication (continued from the eighth meeting, section 7) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following revised text of the draft resolution on the 
smallpox eradication programme proposed by Sir George Godber: 

The Executive Board, 

Noting with gratification the progress of the smallpox eradication programme, 

1. EXPRESSES 

(a) its deep gratitude to those countries which have been able to complete the 
eradication of endemic smallpox, to those still engaged in the effort to do so, 
and to the WHO staff concerned； and 

(b) the expectation that every country will maintain that combination of strict 
surveillance and vaccination appropriate to its circumstance； 

2, RECOMMENDS that the maximum effort should be developed by the Organization and 
those countries where the disease is still endemic in order to complete eradication at 
the earliest possible time. 

1 Decision: The resolution was adopted. 

2. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY - TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES: 
Item 4.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA24.4 and WHA25.33; Documents EB5l/ll) 
(continued from the eighth meeting, section 3) 

The Board had before it an amendment submitted by Professor Aujaleu proposing the addition 
of the following two paragraphs to the draft resolution introduced at the previous meeting: 

3. NOTES with satisfaction the changes proposed by the Director-General to reduce 
documentation； and 

4. RESOLVES that, in the interest of further rationalization of the Health Assembly*s 
proceedings, new reports on the subjects under consideration should be prepared 
only when developments are such as to warrant their submission. 

Mr WOLDE-GERIMA thought that the duration of the Health Assembly should depend on the 
nature of the Assembly and on its functions. It was a policy-making body for which material 
was prepared by many other bodies, including the Executive Board, the Secretariat, and 
expert committees. Even the non-technical aspects of the activities of the Organization were 
discussed by the Regional Committees. Thus the Health Assemblyfs functions were concerned 
with general and policy matters, and such functions did not require a three-week conference. 
The composition of the Assembly should also be taken into account. The delegates were 
ministers of health, senior officers in health administrations and medical experts - people 
who could not be away from their countries for more than two weeks. Indeed the leaders of 
some delegations usually had to leave early. He thought that a shorter Assembly that was 
fully attended would be more effective. 

1 Resolution EB51.R26. 
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